
Screening Update for Barking and Dagenham Health 
Scrutiny Committee

27th March 2024

Femi Odewale – Managing Director, North East London Cancer Alliance
Caroline Cook – Early Diagnosis Programme Lead, North East London 
Cancer Alliance.

Appendix A



Definitions
Uptake: Number of people who attend screening within 6 months of being invited out of 
the number invited. The number invited is based on total being across a 12 month rolling 
period to the specified reporting year/month.

Coverage: Number of people screened within the designated time period (round length) 
out of the number of people eligible

• Bowel round length: 2.5 years
• Breast round length: 3 years
• Cervical round length: 3 years (25-49), 5 years (50-64)

Targets:

Bowel
• 52% acceptable // 60% achievable
Breast
• 70% acceptable // 80% achievable
Cervical
• 80% acceptable

Data source: NHS Futures [accessed 6th March 2024]
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Cervical screening performance
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Local inequalities

.

People with learning disabilities Homeless people

People with an SMI
Barking and Dagenham data extracted  
from the CEG screening dashboards 
(EMIS data).
Ethnicity data not yet available.
N.B. Breast screening data is 
unreliable as this is manually coded 
and input to systems.

Screened 
Unscreened 



Cancer Alliance screening improvement 
projects

.

Programme Project Purpose/ population

Bowel

It’s Not a Game Campaign using sport to raise awareness of bowel cancer 
screening in White and Black men in more deprived areas.

Eclipse – non-responders Identifying non-responders and texting, with option to 
reorder testing KIT. All non-responders in pilot practices 
eligible.

Age extension Support screening services to roll out age extension to all 
eligible 50 and 52 year olds.

Breast No Time for Cancer Campaign to raise awareness of breast screening. To be 
refreshed and media plan reviewed for 2024/25.

Improving access to breast 
screening

Identifying women with an SMI who have not participated in 
screening, risk assessing and offering reasonable 
adjustments.

Targeted improvement 
projects 

In development – plan to work with PCNs with lowest 
uptake.

Cervical Muslim Sisterhood Campaign to increase cervical screening in Muslim women. 
Focus on age 25 to 39 year olds, but no-one excluded.

Pan-London Campaign Campaign with all London Alliances to promote cervical 
screening and HPV vaccine in collaboration with women’s 
sporting bodies.



Cancer Alliance screening improvement 
projects

.

Programme Project Purpose/ population
Cervical Supporting self-sampling Self-sampling for non-responders has been approved for 

London. We will work with the regional commissioners to 
implement and promote this across NEL.

Support HPV vaccine uptake To be determined – Cancer Alliances are to support 
vaccine ‘catch-up’ in women up to the age of 25 and men 
who have sex with men up to the age of 45.

All Increasing uptake of 
screening in the White ‘other’ 
population

Research into barriers to screening and messaging 
preferences for Polish, Lithuanian, Romanian and 
Turkish/Turkish Cypriot people completed in 2023/24.
• Co-producing an intervention with the Polish 

community in NEL – Polish language video about 
screening programmes.

• In development – co-production of an intervention with 
the Turkish/Turkish Cypriot population.

Gypsy and Roma Travellers 
(GRT)

Desk top research almost complete and links made with 
GRT community groups and leaders. Plan to co-produce 
an intervention to increase knowledge of and participation 
in screening programmes.



Cancer Alliance improvement projects



Targeted Lung Health Checks

.

North-east London wide 
• TLHC programme launched in July 2022.
• InHealth providing an end-to-end service. 
• Uptake in NEL is the highest in London – at 55% currently (national target for 

24/25 is to reach 53%).
• Data up to December 2023 (from start of programme):

• 49 lung cancers diagnosed to date.
• 32 at stage 1 or 2 (65%)
• 17 at stage 3 or 4 (35%)
• 0 unstageable

• Currently a health check programme with a plan to establish a screening 
service following 100% roll out in 2028.



Targeted Lung Health Checks

.

Barking and Dagenham

• Barking and Dagenham was the first borough to go live in July 2022.
• Seen as area of greatest need as had highest smoking prevalence in 

NEL and high mortality rates from lung cancer.
• Eligibility for participation is anyone aged between 55 and 74 who has 

ever smoked.
• All GP practices signed the data sharing agreement and provided patient 

data. 
• Highlights for Barking and Dagenham:

• 12,649 people invited (eligible population)
• 8,422 lung health checks (telephone triage)

• 70.2% uptake rate
• 50.1% = high risk (require face to face and LDCT)
• 3,443 LDCT scans performed.

• 24-month follow-ups will commence in July 2024.
• Outcomes so far:

• 115 patients investigated for lung cancer.
• 7 confirmed diagnosis of lung cancer.
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